Agenda for the Sept. 22, 1999 DHT Board of Trustees Meeting 

Miami River Inn 

5:30 p.m.--Refreshments; 6:00 p.m.— Call to order— President Enid Pinkney 

Approval of Minutes 
Treasurer’s Report-Bill Murphy 

Dues—Some Board members have not yet paid their $100 Board dues 
Preservation Today—Board support essential for ads 

Grants pending for: Dade Heritage Days; “Saving and Seeing Historic Sites”; 
Wagner Homestead and Ft. Dallas 

Executive Directors Report: Becky Matkov 
New part-time staff-Debbie Hackett 
Newsletter—thanks to Dolly Maclntrye! 

“Dollars and Sense” Restoration Workshop—Action Plan now underway 
Revolving Fund-Need Committee to develop Action Plan 
Miami Circle—Press conference; Fundraising; Publicity 
Miami’s Historic Neighborhoods Book—profile your business! 

Lummus Park —Proposal for DHT to manage a Heritage Visitors Center 

President’s Report: Enid Pinkney 
Committee Reports: 

Membership and Volunteers —Dolly MacIntyre 
Historic Tours— Judy Pruitt 
City Cemetery— Penny Lambeth 
Dade Heritage Days— Jeanette Poole 

Fundraiser at Deering Estate— Luis Ajamil— Need a committee! 

Advocacy— Gene Tinnie 
Education— Ruth Jacobs 

Mark your Calendar: 

Oct 6, 5:30p.m., Luis Ajamil’s office, 2601 Bayshore—Building Bridges 
Fundraiser Committee meeting 

October 7, 6:30 p.m.—Koubek Center—DHT Membership Meeting 
Oct 10, 6-8p.m.—Miami Circle Fundraiser at Fairchild Tropical Garden 
Oct 13, 5:30 p.m.—Meeting at DHTfor Dade Heritage Days participants 
December TBA—DHTHoliday Party—? 

January 16, 3 p.m.—Florida Trust party and reception at Bonnet House 
Next Board Meeting: October 27th—? 


All Accounts 


DHT P&LAugust 1999 

08/01/99 Through 08/31/99 


09/22/99 



08/01/99- 

Category Description 08/31/99 


INCOME 
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3100-Membership Dues 

2,485.00 

3200-Donations 

50.00 

3350-Acfvertising Income 

287.50 

3400-Publication Sales 

657.90 

3500-Meeting/Event Income 

245.00 

3900-Interest Income 

9.42 

3901-Investment/Dividend Income 

191.88 

TOTAL INCOME 

3,926.70 

EXPENSES 


5000-Salary Expenses 

5,325.86 

5115-DHT Meetings - catering 

9.14 

5600-Utilities 

178.11 

5700-Insurance 

5,302.70 

5999-Miscellaneous Expenses 

35.00 

6010-Payroll Taxes 

412.97 

6015-Medical Insurance 

341.00 

6300-Payroll Processing Service 

76.00 

6320-Telephone 

297.38 

6500-Bank Charges 

0.00 

6521-Credit Card discount fee - membership sales 

2.80 

6610-Equipment - Lease & Maintenance 

368.53 

6810-Postage 

100.00 

6840-Alarm Monitoring 

75.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

12,524.49 


-8,597.79 


TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES 


Executive Director’s Report for Sept 22,1999 DHT Board Meeting 

Community Outreach and Meetings Attended 

July 23-Discussion with Rem Cabrera re Cultural Affairs grant 

July 23—Call to US Rep. Came Meek’s office to encourage support of Graham’s 
bill re Miami Circle 

August 5-Met with ovemor’s Council for Sustainable Florida 

August 11—Talked with Mrs. Frances Walker re donation of maps of Ives Dairy 
Farm area 

August 18-Executive Committee meeting; met with Krassi Ivanov and Tour 
Committee re Historic Tours 

August 20-Met with Barry Black and Flora Tartaglia re Miami’s Historic 
Neighborhoods book 

August 23-Met with Governor’s Council for Sustainable Florida 
August 25—Met with Fundraising committee meeting 

August 30—Met with Carol Jacobs of Bernard Zysovich re Preservation Today; 
Met with Krassi Ivanov re Lummus Park and tours 

August 31—Met with DHT Historic Tours Committee and City staff re Lummus 
Park as heritage visitors center 

September 1-Met with Flora Tartaglia re leads for Miami’s Historic 
Neighborhoods book profiles 

September 7—Met with Krassi Ivanov re Lummus Park 

September 8—Met with Historic Tour Committee; 

Met with Dade Heritage Days Committee 

\ 



September 9— Participated in Press Conference re Congressional funding for 
preservation which would help Miami Circle; 

Met with Miami Circle Task Force; 

Met with Restoration Workshop Committee 

September 13— Met with Enid and School Administrators from Roger Cuevas’s 
office: Carol Cortes, Joe Mathos and Paul Phillips 

September 16—Attended GMCVB’s Invitation to the Arts at TOPA 

September 17—Attended reception and dinner for Stanley Lowe, Scott Brown and 
Dan Holland, speakers from Pittsburgh for ‘"Dollars and Sense Restoration 
Workshop” 

September 18—Spoke at and supervised “Dollars and Sense Restoration 
Workshop” at Omni’s Wyndham Hotel 

September 21— Met with Dolly Maclntrye, Penny Lambeth and Debbie Tackett re 
PR plan; Executive Committee meeting 

Administrative and Fundraising 

Wrote and submitted Dade Heritage Days grant to Miami-Dade Cultural Affairs 
Council 

Wrote and submitted “Saving and Seeing Historic Sites”grant to State Bureau of 
Historic Preservation 

Wrote letter to 900 National Trust members to invite them to join DHT and mailed 
along with our Preservation Today News 

Helped coordinate Miami Circle press conference 

Secured free plane ticket from USAirways for Stanley Lowe 

Obtained legislative letters of support for grants and wrote DHT support letters 

Hired new staff person for Special Events and Dade Heritage Days 

Arranged travel and logistics for upcoming Oct. 7th restoration meeting 



_ HTs Operating Account 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 
01/01/99 Through 09/22/99 


09/22/99 
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Date 

Num 


Description 

Memo 

Category 

Amount 

• 

02/22/99 

DEP .. 

. Deposit 


Lammert Publications 

3400/036 

3,000.00 

04/22/99 

DEP .. 

. Deposit 


Royalties - Lammert Publications 

3400/036 

438.00 

05/04/99 

DEP 

Deposit 


Lammert Publications 

3400/036 

180.00 

05/10/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods Royalti.. 

. 3400/036 

210.00 

05/26/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

4,000.00 

05/27/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

150.00 

06/07/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Lammert Publications - MHN 

3400/036 

285.00 

06/25/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

120.00 

07/12/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

60.00 

07/29/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

393.15 

08/27/99 

DEP . 

. Deposit 


Miami Historic Neighborhoods 

3400/036 

657.90 


TOTAL 01/01/99 - 09/22/99 949405 


TOTAL INFLOWS 9 494 95 

TOTAL OUTFLOWS ’ o oo 


NET TOTAL 


9,494.05 
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Balance 

162.50 

550.00 

125.00 

775.00 

o 
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000 
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0.00 

500.00 


$ 2,112.50 

Pmt. Rcvd. 

162.50 
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CM 



325.00 

200.00 

500.00 

125.00 



$ 1,437.50 

Previous Balance 

000 
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125.00 

325.00 

000 

000 

000 
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o 

o 




$ 450.00 

Total 

325.00 

550.00 

125.00 

450.00 

000 

325.00 

200.00 

500.00 

125.00 

500.00 


$3,100.00 

Rate 

325.00 

OO'OSS 

125.00 

450.00 
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125.00 
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Ad 

1/2 page 

back cover 

business card 

full page 


1/2 page 

1/4 page 

inside cover 
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inside back 
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1999-2000 Officers 




resident 
iid C. Pinkney 


First Vice 
President 
Jeanette Poole 


S econo Vice 
President 
Thom Grafton 

Treasurer 
William Murphy 

Secretary 

Rachel Perkins Parsons 

At Large 
Penny Lambeth 
George T. Neary 

Past President 
Herb Sosa 


Trustees 
Luis Ajamil 
Patricia Allen 
qne Caporelli 
eganne Eastman 
bard Heisenbottle 
yce Kory 
Tina Lane 


Don MacCullough 
Dolly McIntyre 
Blanca Mesa 
Margaret Pelton 
Judith Pruitt 


Noil Robertson 
Randall Robinson 
BJ Smith 


Gene Tmnie 


Advisors 
Gay Bondurant 
Sharon Clark 
Gary Held 
Adolfo Henriques 
Ruth Jacobs 
Sallye Jude 
Nancy Liebman 
Leslie Pantin 
Arva Moore Parks 
Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk 
Janice Pryor 
M. Athalie Range 
Norah Schaefer 
Don Slesnick 




utive Director 
Roper Matkov 


DADE 

0 HERITAGE,, 
TRUST 


Do you love: 

Historic Tours? 

Old Houses and Unique Gardens? 

Historic Neighborhoods and Architecture? 

Landmarks that can never be replaced? 

Communities with a rich sense of heritage and place? 

'• 'v* y 

Then I invite you to join Dade Heritage Trust, the largest historic preservation 
nonprofit organization in South Florida. Since 1972, Dade Heritage Trust has 
worked to preserve the architectural, cultural and environmental heritage of 
Miami-Dade County. 

We restore landmarks 

like the Cape Florida Lighthouse on Key Biscayne 
Dr. Jackson’s Office and Surgery off Brickell Avenue 
and the Wagner Homestead in Lummus Park on the Miami River. 

We advocate 

for historic resources like the Miami Circle and the Freedom Tower 
for heritage education in schools 
for tax incentives for the restoration of historic buildings 
for revitalizing neighborhoods and creating Main Street programs. 

We educate 

with historic and architectural tours 
open houses, workshops, lectures and exhibits 
a quarterly newsletter 
the beautiful Preservation Today magazine 
and Dade Heritage Days, our spring celebration of South 
Florida’s history and architecture, with over 100 events. 

What the National Trust for Historic Preservation does across this country, 
we do locally. Won’t you support our efforts by joining? Your contribution 
would mean so much to our fight to preserve the best of the past for the 
future. 

Becky Roper Matkov 

Executive Director (OVER) 
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“ DADE “ 
e HERITAGE,, 
TRUST 


Augusts, 1999 


Secretary Katherine Harris 
Department of State 
The Capitol 

Tallahassee, FL. 32300-0250 
Dear Secretary Harris, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to support the Colony 
Theater s application for a Cultural Facilities grant. 

Built in the 1930s as a Paramount movie theater, the Colony is poised to 
be a valuable cultural asset for our future. This grant will enable the 
Colony to host a wider range of performances on its stage and to become 
ADA compliant, making it accessible to all our citizens. 

Your support of this grant application is greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely, 



Executive Director 


Historic Preservation Center 190 Southeast Twelfth Terrace. Miami. Florida 33131 • Phone (305) 358-9572 / Fax (305) 358-1162 


1999-2000 Officers 




resident 
nid C. Pinkney 


First VICE 
President 
Jeanette Poole 


Second VIce 
President 
Thom Grafton 


Treasurer 
Wiliam Murphy 


Secretary 

Rachel Perkins Parsons 


At Large 
Penny Lambeth 
George T. Neary 


Past President 
Herb Sosa 


Trustees 
Luis Ajamil 
Patricia Allen 
^^ne Caporeili 

sganne Eastman 
hard Heisenbottie 
/ce Kory 
Tina Lane 
Don MacCullough 
Dolly McIntyre 


Blanca Mesa 
Margaret Pelton 
Judith Pruitt 
Neil Robertson 
Randall Robinson 
BJ Smith 
Gene Tinnie 


Acmsors 
Gay Bondurant 
Sharon Dark 
Gary Held 
Adolfo Henrtques 
Ruth Jacobs 
Sallye Jude 
Nancy Uebman 
Leslie Pantin 
Arva Moore Parks 
Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk 
Janice Pryor 
M. Athalie Range 
Ncrnah Schaefer 
Don Slesnick 

§ utive Director 
y Roper Matkov 


'DADE “= 
oHERITAGEo 
TRUST 


August 4, 1999 


Ms. Ellen Uguccioni 

Director, Historic Preservation Department 
City of Coral Gables 
405 Biltmore Way “ 

; Coral Gables, FL 33134 



Dear Ellen, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, KCami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to support the 
nomination of Gay Bondurant to the Historic Preservation Board of Coral 
Gables. 


Gay is a long-time resident of Coral Gables who has has been very 
involved in her community. She regularly gives Sunday tours of the 
Biltmore Hotel and has orchestrated numerous walking and trolley tours 
and conferences showcasing the heritage of Coral Gables. 

Gay is a very knowledgeable preservationist who served on the Board of 
Trustees of Dade Heritage Trust for six years. For three years, she 
coordinated —as a volunteer— Dade Heritage Days—an extraordinary 
accomplishment and commitment. She now serves on our DHT Board of 
Advisors and is an active and valued participant in many activities in the 
preservation arena. 


Gay Bondurant would make an excellent addition to the Coral Gables 
Historic Preservation Board. 
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August 10, 1999 


=^DADE^ 

HERITAGE, 

TRUST 


Ms. Sharon Taylor 
US AIRWAYS 
Fax:703-872-5656 

forHistoricPreservation 
Conference in Miami ’ f 

’ . ' v;'f '• 

Dear Ms. Taylor, 

• • . - r • *' - ■ > . - • 

Dade Heritage Trust, Miami’s largest historic preservation 501(C)3, 
nonprofit organization, in cooperation with the City of Miami Alliance of 
Historic Districts, is sponsoring a conference Saturday, September 18, 
1999 at the Wyndham Biscayne Bay in Miami, FI., on the “Dollars and 
Sense of Saving Historic Neighborhoods.” The registration fee has been 
kept low-only $17.50 per person, including lunch-to attract people from a 
wide range of economic levels. We expect over 200 to attend, including 
U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw and many civic leaders. 

Our guest speakers will include three nationally acclaimed experts from 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—Director of Public Housing Stanley Lowe, and 
preservationists Howard Slaughter and Scott Brown— who will share their 
extensive experience in revitalizing Pittsburgh’s blighted neighborhoods 
and historic districts. 

We would very much appreciate your supporting this conference with a 
donation of 3 US AIRWAYS roundtrip tickets from Pittsburgh to Miami * 
for Friday, September 17, 1999 with a return on Sunday, September 19. 

As a conference donor, US AIRWAYS will be named in the news releases 
we are mailing to local and statewide media, in the thousands of flyers we 
are distributing to our members, in the articles in our newsletters, and in 
the conference program. 

Thank you very much for your prompt consideration. 

Sincerely, 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 

Phone: 305-358-9572; Fax: 305-358-1162 
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August 16, 1999 



DADE 
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TRUST 


25th Anniversary Year 


Cultural Affairs Advisory Board 
City of Coral Gables 
C/O Ellen Uguccioni 
City Hall 

405BihmoreWay ' ' ' 

Coral Gables, 0 33134 

. 

Dear Cultural Affairs Advisory Board Members, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to encourage you to fund 
“A Guidebook to Coral Gables Architecture” by Richard Heisenbottle, 
Ellen Uguccioni and Aristides Millas. 

The authors are seeking to produce this self-guided tour booklet in time 
for the national conference of the Society of Architectural Historians, 
which will be held at the Biltmore Hotel in June 2000. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity to present the history and sites of Coral Gables to 
an appreciative and knowledgeable audience from across the country. 

In addition, the guidebooks will be of great value and interest to the public 
during Dade Heritage Days, our annual springtime celebration of Miami- 
Dade County’s architectural and cultural heritage. 

We urge your financial support of this most worthwhile undertaking. 
Sincerely, 


Becky Roj4r Matkov 
Executive Director 
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August 20,-1999 ... j ■ - 

t xzitj ttfMiac • r. ; tE j •> ■' .. \... 

Mr/rPabloChao.tDirector^.tfcwsuon V’-v ;• • o 

Unhrersity.ofMiaMKoubdcCenter . V = - * . aiioL« • ; »■ 

2705 S.W. 3rd Street 
Miami, FI 33135 

n ;'?;•»* v v- >7 . v>r\ j I lc:\ ■ ,i... ' t>:,-: . • * :: • ihe near *■ < ■; 

Dear Mr. Chao, 

*V . *. • 

' '■' * • V • 

As promised, I am enclosing a photo from our Dade Heritage Trust Preservation 
Awards Celebration at Gusman Cultural Center on May 18, 1999, showing our 
President Enid Pinkney presenting Dean Carol Holden and you a 1999 
Preservation Award for the restoration of the University of Miami’s Koubek 
Center. We would be delighted for you to reprint it in your publications and press 
releases. 

We would also love to feature the Koubek Center as the site of a program on 
preservation and neighborhood revitalization which we are planning for Thursday 
evening, October 7,1999. Harriett Plyler, a dynamic community leader from 
Tampa and an engaging speaker who has spoken at National Trust conferences, is 
going to present a slide show on how her small nonprofit organization established 
a $20 million revolving fund for the blighted Tampa Heights neighborhood, turning 
the whole area around to national acclaim. It is a story Dade Heritage Trust 
would love to duplicate in Miami, possibly in East Little Havana. 

The Koubek Center would be an ideal location for this event, which will be ppen 
to the public, with reservations and a minimal charge required. We would 
envision a wine and cheese reception outside, tours of the historic house, and a 
presentation in the auditorium which would include the story of the Koubek 
Center restoration and Harriett’s slide presentation. 
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August 24,1999 
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Mrs. John C. Walker 

Walker Horse Fa^m . ■ : - ?■ . * ■' 

1101 Ives Dairy Road 

North Miami Beach, FI 33179 

;; r ’ ‘ . 

* • % <*. ■ V \ „• " 

Dear Mrs. Walker, ^ > v 

I so enjoyed meeting with you and Mr. Walker earlier this summer and seeing your 
beautiful horse farm and house—what a fascinating history h has! It was afgenuine 
pleasure visiting with you both. 



■ K 
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Dade Heritage Trust, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, so appreciates your 
donating five maps to our historic preservation organization. We had the maps 
appraised by Dr. Joe Fitzgerald, and his appraisal is attached. Your donation is tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

We wish you well in your plans to move—though we would love to see you stay 
close to Miami and become an active member of Dade Heritage Trust. You have 
so many wonderful memories to share! 

I hope to see you again in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

-^ 

Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 


EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

Becky Roper Matkov 
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Appraisal of Plats 


Appraiser: 

Address: 


Joseph H. Fitzgerald 
1829 Esnanola Drive 
Miami. FL 33133 


Tel. (305) 446-8129 


Purpose: 


Client 


Appraisal done for Dade Heritage Trust to 
evaluate a donation from Mrs. Frances 
Walker for tax deduction. 

Dade Heritage Trust 


Qualifications of Appraiser: See enclosure. 


Items: 5 Plat maps - see individual listing. 

Description: All items were inspected by me and found to be in 

fair condition. Some tears at the edges are present 
and the paper has deteriorated as expected for 
wood pulp paper stored in a less than archival 
environment. No attempt at restoration has been 
made. Most items are rolled. 


Basis for evaluation: Except as noted on Item #5. most of the items 

have little intrinsic value as collectors' items. 
Consequently, sale price would be negligible. 
However, the value of Items #1 through #4 is in 
their local history value. Quite often plats such as 
these are discarded and consequently the surviving 
pieces are becoming scarce. Any study of local 
history, geography, or development relies in part on 
images such as these. Therefore, thev are of great 
value to local historians, developers, economists and 
environmentalists for their factual content. The 
only other sources of similar facts are word 
descriptions which necessarily fall short. Any 
image derived from such word descriptions is 
conjectural and consequently subject to inaccuracy 
and misinterpretation. 

Total value of All Items = $ 1 755. 
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."Mr. George PefcjyDirector • w- 
s |Diviaon of Historical Resources 

ILA. GrayBuildiqgy • 

• 500 South Bronou^h Street 
Tallahassee, FL 323999-0250 

Dear Mr. Percy, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation organization, I am writing to support the grant application submitted 
by the City of Opa-locka through its Historic Preservation Board. The grant 
application requests funding to conduct an updated survey of the historic 
preservation properties in the city. 

The City of Opa-locka is to be commended for demonstrating a commitment to 
preserving its historic character. We encourage your support of their efforts. 

Sincerely, 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 


Historic Preservation Center: 190 Southeast Twelfth Terrace. Miami. Florida 33131 • Phone (305) 358-9572 / Fax (305) 358-1162 
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; beargave America’s Treasures ^ w* 

■ On behalf of Dade Heritage Tni^^ari^ad^puhii/'s largest historic 
preservation organization, I am writing to supportIHVCrty (bf Miami Beach’s 
application for a grant from the Preservation Planning Fund for Old City Hall, an 
Official Project of Save America's Treasures. Old City Hall Is an imposing, nine- 
story building built In 1927 and situated In the famed Art Deco Historic District of 
the National Register of Historic Places. In 1983 Old City Hall was Individually 
designated a local historic structure. 

Architecturally, Old City Hall Is a flagship example of the Mediterranean Revival 
style, the “style of choice” during the first economic boom In the early 1930’s on 
Miami Beach. More Importantly, Old City Hall was the heart of the Miami Beach 
municipal government for over 50 years. Today, ft functions as a mixed use 
building which includes a municipal courthouse. 

Forever an elegant beacon of hope and heritage, Old City Hall represents the 
unwavering resolve of the Miami Beach community. It is a treasured part of our 
cultural heritage. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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SAMPLE LETTER OF SUPPORT 


Mr. George Percy, Director 

Division of Historical Resources 

and Members of the Historic Preservation Advisory Council 

R.A. Gray Building 

500 S. Bronough St. 

Talla h assee, FI 32399-0250 

Dear Mr. Percy and Council Members, 

We are writing to encourage your support of Dade Heritage Trust’s 
Community Education grant application entitled “Saving and Seeing Historic 
Sites: Using Heritage Tourism to Preserve Historic Resources.” 

This project will create a series of unique tours of historic sites in South Florida 
including a women’s heritage tour that will tie in with the women’s history 
curriculum in the public schools. The project will also provide a first-rate website 
that is a preservation and heritage tourism resource center for our region, and will 
produce a publication spotlighting our local heritage sites and the economic 
benefits of heritage tourism. By linkages with other organizations locally, 
nationally and internationally, and by Dade Heritage Trust’s extensive marketing 

efforts, this project will be of enormous benefit to our local community and the 
State of Florida. 

We urge your favorable consideration. 

Thank you very much. 


Sincerely, 
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[Ttve Director 
Roper Matkov 


| • Ms. Patricia Manfied - : 

2181 Ocean View ‘ 

Miami Beach, FL 33140 

Dear Ms. Manfred, * * 

Thank you so much for your tax deductible contribution of $50 to Dade Heritage 
Trust s “Save Our Circle” Fund. As the historic preservation nonprofit 
organization that has taken the lead in efforts to save the “Miami Circle” on its 
original site on the Miami River, Dade Heritage Trust greatly appreciates your 
support of preserving the Miami Circle intact for the future. 

The Miami Circle is truly a remarkable archeological discovery. Carbon dating has 
shown that it is at least 2000 years old, possibly much older. Thirty-eight feet in 
diameter and carved four-feet deep into the limestone bedrock, the Circle has a 
precisely cut east-west alignment to the equinox. Lead archeologist Bob Carr has 
stated that it is the only cut-stone circle formation found in the United States, and 
it is a finding of national—even international—significance. 

As you may know, Fllorida Governor Jeb Bush and the State Cabinet have voted 
to allocate up to half the cost of acquisition of the Circle site, providing the County 
raises the other half of the funds elsewhere. 

In October, a jury will be seated to hear the case and determine the value of the 
and. Within twenty days of the jury’s decision, Miami-Dade County must come 
up with the extra millions it will take to purchase the Miami Circle site—or the 
developer will be able to keep the Circle and develop it. 

Your support means a lot to those of us who have been working so hard to save 
this priceless treasure. It has been truly wonderful to see how deeply this 
mysterious monument from the the ancient past has affected so many people of all 
races and cultural backgrounds. 

Just a few months ago, everyone told us it would be impossible to save the Miami 
Circle-there was nothing that could be done to save this one-of-a-kind 
archeological site. Today, the impossible is indeed possible. But it is not yet a 


Historic Preservation Center 190 Southeast Twelfth Terrace. Miami. Florida 33131 • Phone (305) 350-9572 / Fax (305) 358-11( 
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Florida PIRG_ 

The Florida Public Interest Research Group (850) 224-3321 voice (850) 224-1310 fax 

704 West Madison Street, Tallahassee, Ft 32304 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 

September 9, 1999 Jolinda Buchanan (850) 224-3321 

Becky Roper Matkov (305) 358-9572 


NEW REPORT CALLS ON CONGRESS 
TO PROTECT MIAMI CIRCLE 
AND OTHER FLORIDA TREASURES 


Miami, Florida - Today, Florida PIRG, the Sierra Club and the Dade Heritage Trust, 
released "Saving America's Geography of Hope: Why Congress Must Protect Our Land and 
Ocean Legacy." The report profiles the Miami Circle, Everglades, the Keys, and 40 other special 
places that could be protected if Congress passes strong conservation funding legislation this 
FalL 


The report, authored by the State PIRGs, Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra Club, Center for 
Marine Conservation, Trust for Public Land, World Wildlife Fund, Scenic America, 

Environmental Defense Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council, National Parks and 
Conservation Association, The Wilderness Society and The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, illustrates the kinds of special places that could be protected if strong conservation 
funding legislation became a reality. 

"Millions of acres of America's natural heritage have been degraded, destroyed and 
developed. All across the country, historic structures are in disrepair, parks are closing, farmland 
and open space are disappearing, and wildlife is declining," declared Jolinda Buchanan, Florida 
PIRG's field director. "We are losing the wild and special places that environmental writer 
Wallace Stegner called our 'geography of hope,'" added Buchanan. 

Here in Miami, an archeological mystery was discovered less than a year ago which 
captivated the attention of the world. Located on 2.2 acres where the Miami River meets the 
Biscayne Bay, the Miami Circle is a one-of-a-kind discovery. It is thirty-eight feet in diameter 
and is comprised of a series of rectangular holes one to three feet in length, carved deep into 
limestone bedrock. Radiocarbon dating has indicated Miami Circle is at least 2000 years old. 
Scholars believe it was used for ceremonial or astronomical purposes, possibly by the now- 
extinct Tequesta Indians. 

"Had it not been for the efforts of preservation groups like Dade Heritage Trust, a developer 
would have bulldozed it to build a high-rise parking garage last February," said Becky Roper 
Matkov, Executive Director of Dade Heritage Trust. "Its fate will be determined by a jury trial 
next month and will depend upon the ability of Circle supporters to raise the millions necessary 
to prevent the Circle from being lost forever," she added. 

www.pirg.org/fioridapirg Offices in Tallahassee, Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale and Washington DC 

Printed on Recycled Pepof 


"The Miami Circle, the Everglades and South Florida's coral reef tract are like prized 
family heirlooms. We can either protect them for future generations, or we can pawn them now 
for a fast buck," said Jonathan Ullman, Sierra Club's South Florida/Everglades field 
representative. "We don't want tomorrow's children to have to read about these incredible places 
in a book and wonder why my generation didn't save them," he added. 

Congress is currently considering several different versions of conservation legislation to 
fund a variety of programs benefiting our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, historic sites, 
coastal and marine ecosystems, and wildlife. The two main proposals are the Conservation and 
Reinvestment Act (CARA) of 1999 (S.25/H.R. 701), introduced by Senators Frank Murkowski 
(AK) and Mary Landrieu (LA) and Representatives Don Young (AK) and Billy Tauzin (LA), 
and Permanent Protection for America's Resources 2000 (Resources 2000 - S.446/H.R. 798), 
introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer (CA) and Representative George Miller (CA). 

Unfortunately, there are some members of Congress who are pushing to include a number 
of environmentally damaging provisions, or "poison pills," into final legislation. These 
poison pills, many of which are found in the introduced version of CARA, include incentives for 
increased offshore oil and gas drilling, the use of coastal funds for environmentally destructive 
activities, and new restrictions on federal land acquisition already authorized by law. 

"Congress and the Administration have an amazing opportunity in front of them. Success 
will mean a legacy of protected wildlands, coastal areas and open space, including the 
preservation of Miami Circle and the Everglades. Failure will mean a legacy of clearcuts, 
coastlines choked with oil spills, undrinkable water, and imperiled or extinct wildlife," said 
Buchanan 

"We call on our south Florida congressional delegation and Senator Bob Graham to 
support strong conservation funding legislation and oppose the inclusion of such poison pills as 
new restrictions on federal land acquisition or the creation of incentives for offshore drilling. The 
time has come to save America's geography of hope," Buchanan concluded. 

### 


Florida PIRG is a non-profit, statewide environmental, consumer and good government 
advocacy organization. 

The Dade Heritage Trust is Dade county's largest historic preservation organization, protecting 
Dade counties architectural, cultural and environmental heritage. 

Sierra Club is the nation's oldest and largest environmental and conservation organization. 
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This past winter, an archeological phenomenon was discovered 
here in Downtown Miami that captivated the attention of the 
world. That discovery was“The Miami Circle”- located on this 
2.2 acre sliver of riverbank, where the Miami River meets 
Biscayne Bay. The Circle is thirty-eight feet in diameter and 
carved deep into the limestone bedrock. Believed to have been a 
ceremonial or astronomical center, it has an east west alignment 
with the equinox and displays a sophisticated understanding of 
geometry. Carbondating of artifacts has indicated it is at least 
2000 years old. Whether built by the now-extinct Tequesta 
Indians or some other ancient people, the Miami Circle is a one-of- 
a-kind finding of national significance. 

Had it not been for the efforts of preservationists, the Circle would 
have been bulldozed by a developer months ago to make room for 
a highrise parking garage. The Circle’s monetary value will be 
determined by a jury trial in October. Miami-Dade County and 
supporters of the Circle will then have 20 days to raise the millions 
of dollars necessary to match the funding allocated by the State of 
Florida. If we fail to raise those millions, the Miami Circle-and 
all its mysteries—will be lost forever. 

As the “Geography of Hope” report states, there may be a 
solution. If the U.S. Congress will pass strong conservation 
funding before October 1st, the Miami Circle will be eligible for 
millions of dollars from the Historic Preservation Fund (financed 
from revenues generated from OCS oil and gas leases.) We stand 
here today to urge Congress to ACT NOW to Save America’s 
irreplaceable natural and historic treasures—like the Miami 
Circle—from disappearing under a blanket of concrete. 


Historic Preservation Center: 190 Southeast Twelfth Terrace. Miami. Florida 33131 • Phone (305) 358-9572 / Fax (305) 358-1 162 
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Fuji Funding Initiative for Histoftc Preservation 
to be Introduced in September! 

Bill Could Include Historic Preservation Fund 


Representative Don Young (R-AK) ls setlo introd uce a new bill to permanently fund the Land and 
WaterConservation Fund (LWCF) and the HistorioTYeServation Fund (HPF) through revenues generated 
O uter Continental Shelf (PCS) oil and gasl eases. 1 hese revenues tmance non-renewable resource— 
projects which are directed through the LWCF and HPF. The LWCF funds programs which protect non- 
renewable natural resources while OCS revenues directed through the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) 
support programs for historic and cultural resource preservation. 

ACTION NEEDED 

Preservation Advocates should call members of the Senate Energy Committee and Hous e 
Reso urces Committee listed on the next page using the U.S. Capitol Switc hboard at 
202-224-3121. You should also call and e-mail your own Representatives and Senators using the 
NationalTrusTs web site (www.nationaltrust.org). Urge them to include the HPF in any final OCS hill 
for the following reasons: 

restoration of the built environment is of equal importance to natural resource protection and 
contributes to the preservation of the nation’s environmental and natural resources by containing 
urban sprawl; 

the HPF supports programs - including the administration of the federal rehabilitation tax credit 
and providing grants-in-aid — that restore existing buildings, revitalize neighborhoods, and prevent 
environmenta l d egr adation while help ing citizens and communities restoretheirmost treasured 
cultural resources. ~ 

the HPFjs theprimary source of federal revenue to finance the national preservation program, 
inoluding ThtrStatc Historic Preservation Utt iggs, l nbarpreservation p ro g rams. Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, and the “Save America ’£ 1 r easurei’MYogram;and 

the HPF deserves to be fully and permanently funded because the Fund historically has received 
only one-third toone-half its authorization of $ 150 million annually (currently $81.162 million), 
comp romising its~ability toadiieve its-liistoric-prescfvatip n aims. 

Urge the House and Senate committee members to support the inclusion of the LWCF and the HPF in any 
compromise bill introduced in the coming weeks and strengthen the link between cultural and 
environmental resource protection. 

For further information about the funding initiatives pending in Congress, visit the National 
Trust s web-site at www.nationaltrust.org and click on the Preservation Advocacy section. Follow the link 
Non-Renewable Resources for a brief sheet and a sample e-mail letter to send to your congressional 
representatives. 



Protecting the Irreplaceable 
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To: Becky Matkov 


House Committee on Resources 

Democrats (24) 


Republicans (281 

• Don Young, Alaska, Chairman 
W.J. “Billy” Tauzin, La. 

■James V. Hansen, Utah 
H. James Saxton, N.J. 

Elton Gallegly, Calif. 

4 John J. “Jimmy” Duncan, Jr., Tenn. 
Joel Hefley, Colo. 

John T. Doolittle, Calif. 

Wayne T. Gilohrest, Md. 

Ken Calvert, Calif 
Richard W. Pombo, Calif. 

Barbara Cubin, Wyo. 

Helen Chenoweth, Idaho 
George P; Radanovich, Calif 
Walter B. Jones Jr., N.C. 

William M. “Mac” Thomberry, Tex. 
Chris Cannon, Utah 
Kevin Brady, Tex. 

John E. Peterson, Pa. 

Rick Hill, Mont. 

Robert W. Schaffer, Colo. 

Jim Gibbons, Nev. 

Mark Souder, Ind. 

Greg Walden, Ore. 

Donald L. Sherwood, Pa. 

Robin Hayes, N.C. 

Mike Simpson, Idaho 
Tom Tancredo, Colo. 


George Miller, Calif., Ranking 
Nick J. Rahall II, W.Va. 

Bruce F. Vento, Minn. 

Dale E. Kildee, Mich. 

Peter A. DeFazio, Ore. 

Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, A.S. 

Neil Abercrombie, Hawaii 
Solomon P. Ortiz, Texas 
Owen B. Pickett, Va. 

Frank Pallone Jr., N.J. 

Cal Dooley, Calif. 

Carlos Romero-Barcelo, P.R. 
Robert A. Underwood, Guam 
Patrick J. Kennedy, R.L 
Adam Smith, Wash. 

William D. Delahunt, Mass. 

Chris John, La. 

Donna Christian-Green, Virgin Is. 
Ron Kind, Wis. 

Jay Inslee, Wash. 

Grace F. Napolitano, Calif. 

Tom Udall, New Mexico 
Mark Udall, Colo. 

Joseph Crowley, N.Y. 


Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee 


Republicans U 14 

Frank H. Murkowski, Alaska, Chairman 
Pete V. Domenici, N.M. 

Don Nickles, Okla. 

Larry E. Craig, Idaho 
» Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Colo. 

Craig lhomas, Wyo! ’ 

Gordon Smith, Ore. 

Jim Bunning, KY 
Peter Fitzgerald, Ill. 

Slade Gorton, Wash. 

Conrad Bums, Mont. 


Democrats (9) 

Jeff Bingaman, N.M., Ranking 
Daniel K. Akaka, Hawaii 
^Bvro n L. Dorg an, N.D . 

\Bob Uraham. hla. J 
Ron Wyden, Ore. 

Tim Johnson, S.D. 

Mary L. Landrieu, La. 

Evan Bayh, Ind. 

Blanche Lincoln, Ark. 
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Cirdei appraisers* split 
°n property’s value 

non K nvtu —. . . 1 — 1 __ _ ... 


C»CL£, FtKM II • 

^ e ..*PP«i*en 
^ oAuminu delivered the 
Appraisers 
Jacksonville 
“aB«ny Dulau of Tallahassee 
W*** «t $38 million 
M2 million, respectively. 
•Ppniscn hired by the 
.',*2*? ty r,^ GelUher end L 
.LWfinn Johnston — pegged the 

' °^3«r«lcJ- 

Uted the fur market value at $17 
• W^oo- Johnston’s appraisal 
mat $15 million, 
^hyruchabig difference? 

«v05,8*P can be attributed to how 
*Pprauen valued Baumann’* 

mid * 


k«t profit*. L , - 

One of the county** two apprais¬ 
er* said Thursday that his 
appraisal would compensate Bau¬ 
mann for one third of his esti¬ 
mated lost profit*. Gallaher of 
Hedgpeth & Gallaher said pro¬ 
ject* pan be divided into three 
components; Planning. construc¬ 
tion and miHrrfiw| 

Since Bauman ohad planned his 
project but not broken ground, he 
is entitled to a third ofhi* poten- 
Jial about . $3.5 mSEm^ 

Gaflaher reasoned. He valued the 
land at about $10.3 million. Bau- 
mtmn paid $8 million for the land 

“^e looked at what the land 
was worth, based on recent sales. 
10 tint, we idded his ouj-oiV 


to" r ^*r h )' *» Wralaereare iotv ^ ^ M 

senses s 
siSissiifls 


Pocket cojtiaadwe added a per¬ 
centage of the profits if the devel 

laher stii *° De forwtrd >” G«l- 
“It is very unusual to do that. 

“ >mu*tud,” he 
added ^The property is more or 
I^er^enW out from 

But Toby Brigham, an attorney 
for Baumann, said the developer 
is entitled to a bigger share. 


Bnyham and Goldstein said 
there* another reason why the 
fwo {ft* of appraisals are so differ- 
“*• Baumann wants to be paid for 
the 600 units he planned to build, 
not just the 400 for which he had I 
financing. 

The county riitagr — ^ 

“Whether Phase Two ever 
place is anyone's guess,” Gold- 
stem said. 

*l<>*frock@h*r«ldLeo« 


d«iwfroek@h»al<u< 

chaeologist doubtful of Circle origins 

7*i ^ thC furf « he’* K»v*r» nruant.J !iL M .. 


b&g- _ 

•EPTTC, FHOUW , < --:- - 

n < Jrid“? ted 'H,?.concrete septic tank, con- 
necW to a budding erected in 1950 was 
found inside the Circle's southern arc;’ Th£ 

^^ata?tS < Sr h?d - 00 * 2 . 2 -acre 

drttealong the Miami River next to Bricked 

the - C ? re ^Wa* formed in modern 
^omrcal runoff from that septic tank 
AWi mtaUonilly.cijved to enhance septic 
-^taflk drainage, said Milanich, curator of 
y*3uhaeolocv at the Florin. . 0 ," °! 


the fact* he’* been presented with." 

1 ! mr C **t by ^ “d other local experts; 
riiH*r^ l l nty rec °. rd *. liow that the septic tank 
did not have a drain field. Instead, effluent 

SyneBay. 0 * PipC “ d thcn directJ >' ' mto Bi *- 
holes that comprise the Circle are 


-wax drainage, said Milanich, curator of 

Flc V <1 * Museum of Natural 
^Hory at the University of Florida in Gaines- 

• “J to remain skeptical until suffl- 

ev^CTce u coUected to prove that the 

isi 

Crh^T 0 ' I******** and geologists said 
exists and ubeing 
T^prod^r Mtlamch. They..said the cSde 

tecSSriS* by **«“"*«- 

already refuted this busines* about 
t "* “d now we ha ve todoU S 
‘r?i D ^l 0I ^L l ^ VeI ' r “ id archaeologfrt rSS 
, rJ-M^**** * *?° l ! <,et director and recently 
:p^Sw rCCt ?C^. Miami Dade HjjSr2 
xreservation Division. “What he ignores are 

' • *tv..; '-.to n* • 


With tools used by the Teou^ta/ 

® Ancient artifacts ana deposits wer e dis- 
rovood inside the holes — so the holes must 
Prodate the .ancient material found within 

“J71 „n I ^ rcmeJ 7 slow-forming chemical 
soil crust u present throughout the area_ 

hSL^-n^t*^ 00 the inner * urf a« of the 
mdicatM that the holes are 
than surrounding rock but still could 
be^nough to havebecn ca^tTb^e 

tn “ aimilar, in size and d^.p. 

*outhwV£Sk r “™ cturcir “ cov ^^ 

SPSTsarssjsSs 

oence stronajy suDDort* rh/» 


the Miami River in what is now downtovm 


Miami.” 

rimrman of the Univer- 
m7nt f Ml ^ m * 8eoIogical sciences depart- 
ment, examined the Circle many times. Could 

Juhlt V » ^ Created by * W tank or any 
other natural process or by any modern craft/ 

• 71°>" Wanlesa said. “It's an awfullv 
riraightforward thing, which is why so nuny I 
scientirts arc truly excited about it.*’ y 

cS n ute ‘rei^eolotist sod chief ' 

of the Florida Bureau of Archaeological 
Research, agreed with Wanles* and the others. 

hni^‘l m) ! *^ tuflc ^ OD » ^ Proposal that these 
^„*fre dug when the septSTrestem wm 
maa!W _ that s rejected,^ sriK just 

d b« reached for comment 
Thursday, but two of his points elicited aaree- 
from Miller RelentlSs scientific dSS 
Mumi Qrele needs more 
rtudy — though a court order currently forbids 

Access to the site is blocked pending resolu- 

«“ d «nnalior 

th, ^ P^P* 0 »re frustrated tha 

the rourt has made it impossible to conside 

SJe! 5 MS5‘2Si her ““ wUt we 

«uiMaw@Wrtteo« 
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CIRCLE OF INTRIGUE 

A TREASURE FROM TWO MILLENNIA PAST 


BY BECKY ROPER MATKOV 

What began as a routine archeological dig on 
the south bank of the Miami River in the summer 
of 1998 at first only piqued the public's curiosi¬ 
ty. By December, archeologists had unearthed a 
mysterious circular formation, 37 feet in diame¬ 
ter, carved deep into the oolitic limestone 
bedrock. They had discovered the skeleton of 
an interred six-lbcrf shark, a ceremoniallyplaced 
basalt ax and a carved stone eye facing due 
east. The community was intrigued. Local resi¬ 
dents and tourists began arriving at the site in 
droves. By March 1999, the “Miami Cirde' 
had spawned international media coverage and 
enough colorful characters, political interest and 
courtroom drama for a bestselling novel. 



f Geeta 'Socred Song“ performs a cleansing cer- 
sile of ihe Miami Circle. Photograph by Michoel 


An amazing archeological 


discovery on a sliver of 


Miami waterfront 


slated forhighrise 
construction may change 
the way we view the history 
of this part of the world. 


THE UNVEILING 

The story began when developer Michael 
Baumann purchased 2.2 acres just to the east 
of the Brickell Avenue Bridge, on the south side 
of the Mami River. He paid $8 million for this 
prime real estate, located where the river meets 
the waters of Biscayne Bay. He demolished the 
four-story Bricked Point Apartments, which had 
been constructed in 1950, and planned to 
build two 58-story mixed-use lowers. 

In the 1870s, Mami pioneer William 
Bricked nod built a trad¬ 
ing post and family home 
on a brae parcel which 
included this site. The 
Brickell mansion was 
demolished in 1964 and 
replaced by what is now 
the Sheraton Biscayne 
Bay Hotel, with the re¬ 
maining bnd on the south 
becoming Brickell Park. 
Centuries earlier, the bnd 
was part of the aborigi¬ 
nal village of Tequesta, 
which was located on 
both the north and south 
sides of the Mami River. 


Bob Carr, the calm, sofhspoken director of 
Mami-Dade County's Historic Preservation 
Division and a respected archeologist with 25 
years of experience, headed the monitoring 
team that set out to conduct a routine precon¬ 
struction assessment of the site. Archeologist 
John Ricisak, tall and muscubr, supervised the 
omsite crew, which included many students and 
volunteers. Working in fivefoot squares, the 
bborers painstakingly scraped three feet of dirt 
down to bedrock, sifting and digging under a 
blazing sun. Though Ine archeological team 
had good reason to expect to find some artifacts 
of historic interest on this trod, they had no idea 
they would discover something so important, so 
integral to the site itself, that pandemonium 
would ensue. 

The 72-year-old professional surveyor for 
the dig, T.L Riggs, was the first to discover the 
cirde formation. After noticing that four some¬ 
what redangubr holes cut into the bedrock 
appeared to form an arc, Riggs used geometri¬ 
cal calcubtions to predid (correctly) the location 
of a symmetrically-formed circle. He also dis¬ 
covered postholes that were precisely aligned 
with the summer and winter solstice sunrises and 
the equinox. These bolstered.his belief that the 
Circle fundioned as an astronomical observato¬ 
ry and that it was built by members of an early 
Meso-American culture who aossed the Gulf in 
large sailing canoes. 

PROUSTS OF PASSION 

As the developer was on the verge of demolish¬ 
ing a oneor-a-kind archeological treasure to 
build a parking garage fa a skyscraper, Dade 
Heritage Trust, a feisty historic preservation non¬ 
profit group, desperately sought a legal injunc¬ 
tion and political support to stop him. School 
children wrote letters and sang songs ot 
Commission meetings. Adivists held candlelight 
vigils at the site. Environmentalists called for a 
greenway park. Downtown merchants envi¬ 
sioned heritage tourism profits. Native 
Americans danced and beat drums through the 
night. Shamen chanted and burned incense. 
Drivers honked to show support. Mami Circle 
websites received thousands of visits a day. Talk 
shows compared the Circle to Stonehenge. ^ 
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El Centinelo Del Rio, a 21 -foothigh bronze sculpture by 
Manuel Carbonell, was recently installed at the mouth ol the 
Miami River. Photograph by Daniel Portnoy. 

The Tequesta, 
who once n um bered 
about 10,000, ranged over 
what is now Dade and 
Broward coun ties down to 
die Keys, living near die 
mouths of rivers. 


Petitions arrived from around the world. 
Spiritualists declared the Circle a symbol for the 
new millennium. 

City of Miami Mayor Joe Carollo and the 
City Commission promoted a plan to dig up the 
Circle and move it to Coconut Grove. The stone¬ 
mason hired to do the work, Josh Billig, ultimate¬ 
ly refused. Miami-Oade County Mayor Alex 
Penelas made the gutsy political decision to go 
for eminent domain. After public meetings ring¬ 
ing with passion and eloquence, the County 
Commission agreed. The County and City sued 
each other. Detractors satirized the Circle as a 
fraud. The Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation 
provided funds to carbomdate artifacts, proving 
the Circle was at least 2000 years old. 

Governor Jeb Bush and the Cabinet autho¬ 
rized the Slate of Florida to fund half the purchase 
price of the Circle. U.S. Senator Bob Graham 
explored making the Circle a part of Biscayne 
National Park. The Miami Circle case went to 
court and was delayed. Fundraising events for the 
Circle were planned amid uncertainty over the 
outcome of the jury's verdict. 

TRACED TO TEQUESTA 

Carr has stood firm in his belief that the builders 
of the Miami Circle were most likely the Tequesta 
Indians, though he stated that the Circle was 
unlike any other Tequestan site he had ever seen. 
The Tequesta, who once numbered about 
10,000, ranged over what is now Dade and 
Broward counties down to the Keys, living near 
the mouths of rivers. They worshiped animals 
and the sun, and believed that humans had three 
souls that resided in their eyes, their reflection and 
their shadow. Exploiting the rich marine and 
coastal environment enabled them to develop a 
complex society without an agricultural base. 

The Tequesta were cordial to the early 
Spanish explorers and soldiers who arrived on 
Florida's shores in the 1500s. A Jesuit, Brother 
Francisco Villareal, was sent from Cuba to estab¬ 
lish a mission and convert the Indians to 
Catholicism. Chief Tequesta's brother went to be 
baptized in the cathedral in Seville, where he 
was received royally. 

Though the mission at Tequesta was 
closed in 1570, the Tequesta remained allies of 
the Spanish over the next century. As British 
colonists settled on Creek Indian land in Georgia 
and the Carolinas, renegade Creeks — bter to 
be called Seminoles — threatened both the 
Spanish and Tequesta. Decimated by diseases 
and plundered and enslaved by Creeks, the 
Tequesta asked Cuba for permission to immi¬ 
grate to Havana. In 1763, at the Treaty of Paris 
which ended the Seven Years' War, Spain 


ceded Florida to England. The fast of 
Tequesta — only about 80 in number — JqJ. 
lowed the retreating Spanish to Cuba, where 
they disappeared from the pages of history. 

SIGN OF THE TIMES 

Whether the Miami Circle is indeed of 
Tequestan origin, or existed long before the 
Teauesta, there is a mandate to saw it. A jury 
will determine the value of the site this fall. Half 
the funds for the acquisition will come from the 
State of Florida. The other half — and it will 
most certainly be in the millions — must then be 
raised from individuals and foundations within 
30 days of the decision. 

If not, the enigmatic Miami Cirde, encod¬ 
ed with thousands of years of history, the only cut 
stone formation of its kind in the United States, 
regarded as extraordinary by experts from 
around the world, will be bulldozed to make way 
for the ordinary and transitory. The question 
remains, will Miami become known for its unusu¬ 
al history, or be known for its history as usual? □ 


GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 

Serer.dipifously, a beautiful testimony to 
the Tequesta Indians stands cs a sentinel 
cn the Brickeii Eridae, overlookng the 
Miami Circle. It is a bronze sculpture cre¬ 
ated in 1995 by the Cuban-born artist 
Manuel Ccrbone'l for a Department of 
Transportation design competition. A 
six-foot-thick bronze column rises 36 feet 
cbove the bridge span. Encircling this 
pillar ore scenes of Tequestas hunting, 
fishing, fighting and celebrating. 
Crowning the top are the figures of a 
worrier shooting an arrow into the sky, a 
woman gazing off into the future, and 
an infant covering his face to ward off 
his doom. 

Several other Carbonell bronzes of 
Tequestcs cdorn nearby Brickeii Key. 
One depicts a warrior standing in a 
canoe. A fountain depicts Tequesta chil¬ 
dren playing with manatees. A 21-foot- 
high bronze of a Tequesta blowing cn 
alabaster conch shell was dedicated this 
past summer, complete with a festive 
celebration. Commissioned by Swire 
Properties, this sculpture is called "El 
Centinela del Rio," and serves as a wel¬ 
come to the Miami River. 
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Executive Committee Agenda for September 21, 1999 
Dade Heritage Trust Headquarters 
12 noon 


Call to Order 
Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report—Audit 
Grants: 

Dade Heritage Days grant to be reviewed by Miami-Dade Cultural 
AffairsCouncil Sept. 23 

Grant submitted for Wagner to be reviewed by Bureau of Historic 
Preservation Oct 5-7 in Tallahassee 

Grant submitted for Heritage Tourism to be reviewed by Bureau Nov. ? 

Restoration Workshop Sept. 18—Action Plan being developed for possible City 
grant 

Revolving Fund Program October 7th—meeting with bankers?—board involvement 

Lummus Park—a DHT Heritage Visitors Center? 

Most Endangered Sites List 

Miami Circle—legal issues 

fundraiser Oct 10th 

press conference re tax bill—future PR 

Preservation Today magazine—sell ads!—run list of Circle contributors 

Miami’s Historic Neighborhoods Book 

Building Bridges Fundraiser at Deering—March 18—need committee members!— 
meeting scheduled for Oct. 6, 5:30 p.m. at Luis Ajamil’s office, 2601 Bayshore 

Dade Heritage Days—meeting Oct. 13 for participants 

Joint event to attract members with Florida Trust at Bonnet House in Ft. 
Lauderdale—in Nov.? or Jan.? 


December Holiday party—ideas for house? 


Executive Director’s Report for Sept. 22, 1999 DHT Board Meeting 
Community Outreach and Meetings Attended 

July 23—Discussion with Rem Cabrera re Cultural Affairs grant 

July 23—Call to US Rep. Carrie Meek’s office to encourage support of Graham’s 
bill re Miami Circle 

August 5—Met with ovemor’s Council for Sustainable Florida 

August 11—Talked with Mrs. Frances Walker re donation of maps of Ives Dairy 
Farm area 

August 18—Executive Committee meeting; met with Krassi Ivanov and Tour 
Committee re Historic Tours 

August 20-Met with Barry Black and Flora Tartaglia re Miami’s Historic 
Neighborhoods book 

August 23—Met with Governor’s Council for Sustainable Florida 
August 25—Met with Fundraising committee meeting 

August 30—Met wnth Carol Jacobs of Bernard Zysovich re Preservation Today; 
Met with Krassi Ivanov re Lummus Park and tours 

August 31 —Met with DHT Historic Tours Committee and City staff re Lummus 
Park as heritage visitors center 

September 1—Met with Flora Tartaglia re leads for Miami’s Historic 
Neighborhoods book profiles 

September 7—Met with Krassi Ivanov re Lummus Park 

September 8—Met with Historic Tour Committee; 

Met with Dade Heritage Days Committee 

\ 



September 9— Participated in Press Conference re Congressional funding for 
preservation which would help Miami Circle; 

Met with Miami Circle Task Force; 

Met with Restoration Workshop Committee 

September 13—Met with Enid and School Administrators from Roger Cuevas’s 
office 

September 16—Attended GMCVB’s Invitation to the Arts at TOPA 

September 17—Attended reception and dinner for Stanley Lowe, Scott Brown and 
Dan Holland, speakers from Pittsburgh for “Dollars and Sense Restoration 
Workshop” 

September 18—Spoke at and supervised “Dollars and Sense Restoration 
Workshop” at Omni’s Wyndham Hotel 

September 21— Met with Dolly Maclntrye, Penny Lambeth and and Debbie 
Tackett re PR plan; Executive Committee meeting 

Administrative and Fundraisin2 

Wrote and submitted Dade Heritage Days grant to Miami-Dade Cultural Affairs 
Council 

Wrote and submitted “Saving and Seeing Historic Sites”grant to State Bureau of 
Historic Preservation 

Wrote letter to 900 National Trust members to invite them to join DHT and mailed 
along with our Preservation Today News 

Helped coordinate Miami Circle press conference 

Secured free plane ticket from USAirways for Stanley Lowe 

Obtained legislative letters of support for grants and wrote DHT support letters 

Hired new staff person for Special Events and Dade Heritage Days 

Arranged travel and logistics for upcoming Oct. 7th restoration meeting 


DADE HERITAGE TRUST 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 


Date: 

August 19, 1999 

Location: 

DHT Headquarters 


Present: 

George Neary 

Absent: 



Becky Matkov 

Thorn Grafton 


Bill Murphy 

Guests: 

Penny Lambeth 


Rachel Parsons 

Donald Slesnick Jr. 



Jeanette Poole 

Max 




The meeting was called to order by Enid Pinkney at 12:15 PM. 

I. Approval of the Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes of May 25, 1999 was made by George Neary, seconded by Bill 

Murphy, passed. 

II Treasures Report- Bill Murphy 

Review Included: 

1. The new year end audit 

2. Recent changes in DHT bookkeeping that will more accurately reflect the Income/ Expenses. 

3. Insurance renewal with ACC Hall 

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report and to hire ACC Hall as DHT’s Insurance carrier. 

Moved: George Neary 

Seconded: Jeanette Poole 

Approved 

III. General Discussion 

1. A new grant is being submitted to the Cultural Affairs Council asking for $25,000 for Dade Heritage 
Days. The current budget for Dade Heritage Days is $184,000. 

2. Jeanette Poole is to chair a committee to focus on fund-raising for Dade Heritage Days. Among 
plans to be discussed are combining DHT’s “Building Bridges” fund-raising event with a Dade 
Heritage Days Kickoff event at the Deering Estate on March 18 th , 2000. 

There will be a Fund-raising Committee Meeting on August 23 rd , at 5:30pm. 

3. A new part time staff person has been hired for Special Events, Dade Heritage Days and 
Membership. Christina Miskis will be starting on August 23 rd . 

4. Becky Matkov is working on a Grant, which will be submitted, to the State Bureau of Historic 
Preservation. The grant will request funding to establish a DHT Website. The deadline for this 
application is August 30th. Donald Slesnick has volunteered to work with Becky on this project. 
Future grant requests will focus on “Women’s Heritage sites in South Florida- A Self-guided Tour”. 

5. Restoration Workshop on September 18 th , 9am to 3pm, Wyndham Hotel- “The Dollars and Sense of 
Saving Historic Neighborhoods.” Becky Matkov stated that this workshop is a “huge membership 
opportunity for DHT”. She will be working with our membership co-ordinator to maximize this 
opportunity. Becky is also rewriting the press release for this restoration workshop, which will be 
ready for immediate release. DHT has secured the donation of one round trip airfare from US 
Airways for one of the three speakers for this event. DHT has committed $1,500 for the 
“honorarium” for the three speakers and will purchase the two other plane tickets if necessary. 
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The three speakers are Stanley Lowe, Howard Slaughter, and Scott Brown. U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw 
will give the opening address. Funding will come from the $20,000 State Grant from the Bureau of 
Historic Preservation for the “This Old Florida Building” Restoration Workshops Grant. 

6 Restoration Program on October 7 th , 1999 with Harriet Plyler presenting her slide show on “Tampa 
Heights” at the UM Koubek Center. This program will be open to the public. The Koubek will be a 
Co-sponsor and will not charge DHT for the auditorium. 

7 Bill Murphy is going to look into Northern Trust hosting a luncheon at which Harriet Plyler would 
address and educate bankers regarding establishing a revolving fund for restoration projects. 

8 List of “Most Endangered Historic Sites”- George Neary-*** See attached List. 

9 Florida Historic Tours- *** See attached Statement of Agreement- Becky is to meet again today 
with BAA to approve the statement, after which Tom Matkov has agreed to put the partnership 
agreement into a contract. George Neary again cautioned Becky to make sure that the Tour 
Company has all the appropriate insurance coverage. 

10 Motion: For DHT to go ahead with the negotiations once the terms of the agreement are accepted. 
Moved: George Neary 

Seconded: Bill Murphy 
Approved 

11 Preservation Today Magazine: Becky Matkov again requests Board members help in selling 
advertisement for the magazine. Deadline for ads is August 30 th , for September publication. 

12 Miami Circle: Gary Held is DHT’s Miami Circle Chair- The Board requested that DHT write a 
letter of support for the county’s request for two million dollars in park bond money. 

George Neary stated that DHT now needs to take the leadership role to help raise the funds to 
purchase the circle property. DHT has $15,000 left in donations to be use to help raise money for 
the property. The issue will go to trial in October, with 20 days after the jury award to pay the 
money. The Executive Committee asked Becky to meet with Gary Held to advise DHT on the best 
course of action. 

13 Preservation Today Newsletter- Dolly McIntyre is working on the newsletter which is to go out on 
September 1 st . 

14 Miami’s Historic Neighborhoods Book- George Neary is to meet with Becky Matkov and Barry 
Black to enhance the mailing list for prospective profile sales. 

15 Annual evaluation of Staff- Enid Pinkney presented Becky Matkov, Executive Director, request for 
a 7% increase in salary, from $42,000 to $45,000 annually, and to for an increase of $100 per 
month, from $200 to $300 per month, for insurance^contribution. 

16 Motion: To increase Becky Matkov’s salary from $^2,000 to $45,00 annually, and to readdress the 
increase in insurance contributions in six months. 

Moved: Bill Murphy 
Seconded: George Neary 
Approved 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachel Parsons 
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Do you love: 

Historic Tours? 

Old Houses and Unique Gardens? 

Historic Neighborhoods and Architecture? 

Landmarks that can never be replaced? 

Communities with a rich sense of heritage and place? 

Then I invite you to join Dade Heritage Trust, the largest historic preservation 
nonprofit organization in South Florida. Since 1972, Dade Heritage Trust has 
worked to preserve the architectural, cultural and environmental heritage of 
Miami-Dade County. 

We restore landmarks 

like the Cape Florida Lighthouse on Key Biscayne 
Dr Jackson’s Office and Surgery off Brickell Avenue 
and the Wagner Homestead in Lummus Park on the Miami River 

We advocate 

for historic resources like the Miami Circle and the Freedom Tower 
for heritage education in schools 
for tax incentives for the restoration of historic buildings 
for revitalizing neighborhoods and creating Main Street programs. 

We educate 

with historic and architectural tours 
open houses, workshops, lectures and exhibits 
a quarterly newsletter 
the beautiful Preservation Today magazine 
and Dade Heritage Days, our spring celebration of South 
Florida’s history and architecture, with over 100 events. 

What the National Trust for Historic Preservation does across this country, 
we do locally. Won’t you support our efforts by joining? Your contribution 
would mean so much to our fight to preserve the best of the past for the 
future. 

Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director (OVER) 
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August 3, 1999 


Secretary Katherine Harris 
Department of State 
The Capitol 

Tallahassee, FL . 32300-0250 
Dear Secretary Harris, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to support the Colony 
Theater’s application for a Cultural Facilities grant. 

Built in the 1930s as a Paramount movie theater, the Colony is poised to 
be a valuable cultural asset for our future. This grant will enable the 
Colony to host a wider range of performances on its stage and to become 
ADA compliant, making it accessible to all our citizens. 

Your support of this grant application is greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely, 



Executive Director 
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August 4, 1999 


Ms. Ellen Uguccioni 

Director, Historic Preservation Department 
City of Coral Gables 
405 Biltmore Way 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Dear Ellen, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to support the 
nomination of Gay Bondurant to the Historic Preservation Board of Coral 
Gables. 

Gay is a long-time resident of Coral Gables who has has been very 
involved in her community. She regularly gives Sunday tours of the 
Biltmore Hotel and has orchestrated numerous walking and trolley tours 
and conferences showcasing the heritage of Coral Gables. 

Gay is a very knowledgeable preservationist who served on the Board of 
Trustees of Dade Heritage Trust for six years. For three years, she 
coordinated --as a volunteer— Dade Heritage Days—an extraordinary 
accomplishment and commitment. She now serves on our DHT Board of 
Advisors and is an active and valued participant in many activities in the 
preservation arena. 

Gay Bondurant would make an excellent addition to the Coral Gables 
Historic Preservation Board. 



Executive Director 
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Ms. Sharon Taylor 
US AIRWAYS 
Fax: 703-872-5656 

Re: Donation of Three Plane Tickets for Historic Preservation 
Conference in Miami 

Dear Ms. Taylor, 

Dade Heritage Trust, Miami’s largest historic preservation 501(C)3, 
nonprofit organization, in cooperation with the City of Miami Alliance of 
Historic Districts, is sponsoring a conference Saturday, September 18, 
1999 at the Wyndham Biscayne Bay in Miami, FI., on the “Dollars and 
Sense of Saving Historic Neighborhoods.” The registration fee has been 
kept low—only $17.50 per person, including lunch—to attract people from a 
wide range of economic levels. We expect over 200 to attend, including 
U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw and many civic leaders. 

Our guest speakers will include three nationally acclaimed experts from 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—Director of Public Housing Stanley Lowe, and 
preservationists Howard Slaughter and Scott Brown— who will share then- 
extensive experience in revitalizing Pittsburgh’s blighted neighborhoods 
and historic districts. 

We would very much appreciate your supporting this conference with a 
donation of 3 US AIRWAYS roundtrip tickets from Pittsburgh to Miami - 
for Friday, September 17, 1999 with a return on Sunday, September 19. 

As a conference donor, US AIRWAYS will be named in the news releases 
we are mailing to local and statewide media, in the thousands of flyers we 
are distributing to our members, in the articles in our newsletters, and in 
the conference program. 

Thank you very much for your prompt consideration. 

Sincerely, 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 

Phone: 305-358-9572; Fax: 305-358-1162 
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August 16,1999 25th Anniversary Year 

Cultural Affairs Advisory Board 
City of Coral Gables 
C/O Ellen Uguccioni 
City Hall 

405 Biltmore Way 
Coral Gables, FI 33134 

Dear Cultural Affairs Advisory Board Members, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation nonprofit organization, I am writing to encourage you to fund 
“A Guidebook to Coral Gables Architecture” by Richard Heisenbottle, 
Ellen Uguccioni and Aristides Millas. 

The authors are seeking to produce this self-guided tour booklet in time 
for the national conference of the Society of Architectural Historians, 
which will be held at the Biltmore Hotel in June 2000. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity to present the history and sites of Coral Gables to 
an appreciative and knowledgeable audience from across the country. 

In addition, the guidebooks will be of great value and interest to the public 
during Dade Heritage Days, our annual springtime celebration of Miami- 
Dade County’s architectural and cultural heritage. 

We urge your financial support of this most worthwhile undertaking. 

Sincerely, 

Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 
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August 20, 1999 

Mr. Pablo Chao, Director 
University of Miami Koubek Center 
2705 S.W. 3rd Street 
Miami, FI 33135 

Dear Mr. Chao, 

As promised, I am enclosing a photo from our Dade Heritage Trust Preservation 
Awards Celebration at Gusman Cultural Center on May 18,1999, showing our 
President Enid Pinkney presenting Dean Carol Holden and you a 1999 
Preservation Award for the restoration of the University of Miami s Koubek 
Center. We would be delighted for you to reprint it in your publications and press 
releases. 

We would also love to feature the Koubek Center as the site of a program on 
preservation and neighborhood revitalization which we are planning for Thursday 
evening, October 7, 1999. Harriett Plyler, a dynamic community leader from 
Tampa and an engaging speaker who has spoken at National Trust conferences, is 
going to present a slide show on how her small nonprofit organization established 
a $20 million revolving fund for the blighted Tampa Heights neighborhood, turning 
the whole area around to national acclaim. It is a story Dade Heritage Trust 
would love to duplicate in Miami, possibly in East Little Havana. 

The Koubek Center would be an ideal location for this event, which will be open 
to the public, with reservations and a minimal charge required. We would 
envision a wine and cheese reception outside , tours of the historic house, and a 
presentation in the auditorium which would include the story of the Koubek 
Center restoration and Harriett’s slide presentation. 
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August 24,1999 


Mrs. John C. Walker 
Walker Horse Farm 
1101 Ives Dairy Road 
North Miami Beach, FI 33179 
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Dear Mrs. Walker, ' 

I so enjoyed meeting with you and Mr. Walker earlier this summer and seeing your 
beautiful horse farm and house-what a fascinating history it has! It was a genuine 
pleasure visiting with you both. 
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Dade Heritage Trust, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, so appreciates your 
donating five maps to our historic preservation organization. We had the maps 
appraised by Dr. Joe Fitzgerald, and his appraisal is attached. Your donation is tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

We wish you well in your plans to move—though we would love to see you stay 
close to Miami and become an active member of Dade Heritage Trust. You have 
so many wonderful memories to share! 

I hope to see you again in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 
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Appraisal of Plats 

Appraiser: Joseph H. Fitzgerald 

Address: 1829 Esnanola Drive Tel. (3051 446-8129 

Miami. FL 33133 

Purpose: Appraisal done for Dade Heritage Trust to 

evaluate a donation from Mrs. Frances 
Walker for tax deduction. 

Client: Dade Heritage Trust 

Qualifications of Appraiser: See enclosure. 

Items: 5 Plat maps - see individual listing. 

Description: All items were inspected by me and found to be in 

fair condition. Some tears at the edges are present 
and the paper has deteriorated as expected for 
wood pulp paper stored in a less than archival 
environment. No attempt at restoration has been 
made. Most items are rolled. 

Basis for evaluation: Except as noted on Item #5. most of the items 

have little intrinsic value as collectors' items. 
Consequently, sale price would be negligible. 
However, the value of Items #1 through #4 is in 
their local history value. Quite often plats such as 
these are discarded and consequently the surviving 
pieces are becoming scarce. Any study of local 
history, geography, or development relies in part on 
images such as these. Therefore, they are of great 
value to local historians, developers, economists and 
environmentalists for their factual content. The 
only other sources of similar facts are word 
descriptions which necessarily fall short. Any 
image derived from such word descriptions is 
conjectural and consequently subject to inaccuracy 
and misinterpretation. 


Total value of All Items = XI 75. 
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August 26,1999 


Mr. George W. Percy 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

R.A, Gray Building 

500 South Bronough Street #305 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 
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Dear Mr. Percy, 

In behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation organization, I am writing to encourage your support of the grant 
application by the City of Miami Beach for the restoration of Fire Station #2. 

Miami Beach is to be commended on its leadership in preserving historic 
resources. The Miami Beach Fire Department completed a full restoration of their 
earliest firehouse, and they are now ready to restore # 2, which will enhance even 
more Miami Beach’s architecturally and historically rich environment. 

We urge your support of this worthy undertaking. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 
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’ August 30, 1999 


Mr. George Percy, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 
R A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 323999-0250 

Dear Mr. Percy, 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest histone 
preservation organization, I am writing to support the grant application submitted 
by the City of Opa-locka through its Historic Preservation Board. The grant 
application requests funding to conduct an updated survey of the historic 
preservation properties in the city. 

The City of Opa-locka is to be commended for demonstrating a commitment to 
preserving its historic character. We encourage your support of their efforts. 

Sincerely, 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 
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Re: The City of Miami Beach's Old City flail 
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Dear Save America’s Treasures Staff: V &&, 

* W"' 

On behalf of Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation organization, I am writing to support the City of Miami Beach’s 
application for a grant from the Preservation Planning Fund for Old City Hall, an 
Official Project of Save America’s Treasures. Old City Hall is an imposing, nine- 
story building built in 1927 and situated in the famed Art Deco Historic District of 
the National Register of Historic Places. In 1983 Old City Hall was individually 
designated a local historic structure. 

Architecturally, Old City Hall is a flagship example of the Mediterranean Revival 
style, the “style of choice’ during the first economic boom in the early 1930’s on 
Miami Beach. More importantly, Old City Hall was the heart of the Miami Beach 
municipal government for over 50 years. Today, it functions as a mixed use 
building which includes a municipal courthouse. 

Forever an elegant beacon of hope and heritage, Old City Hall represents the 
unwavering resolve of the Miami Beach community. It is a treasured part of our 
cultural heritage. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 


At Large 
Penny Lambeth 
George T. Neary 


Trustees 
Luis Ajamil 
Patricia Allen 
Jane Caporelli 
Raeganne Eastman 
Richard Helsenbottle 
Joyce Kory 
Tina Lane 
Don MacCullough 
Dolly McIntyre 
Blanca Mesa 
Margaret Pelton 
-Judith Pruitt 
Neil Robertson 
Randall Robinson 
BJ Smith 
Gene Tmnie 


Advisors 
Gay Bondurant 
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Gary Held 
Adolfo Henriques 
Ruth Jacobs 
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Leslie Pantin 
Arva Moore Parks 
Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk 
Janice Pryor 
M. Athalie Range 
Norah Schaefer 
Don Slesnick 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 
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SAMPLE LETTER OF SUPPORT 


Mr. George Percy, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 

and Members of the Historic Preservation Advisory Council 
R A. Gray Building 
500 S. Bronough St. 

Tallahassee, FI 32399-0250 

Dear Mr. Percy and Council Members, 

We are writing to encourage your support of Dade Heritage Trust’s 
Community Education grant application entitled “Saving and Seeing Historic 
Sites: Using Heritage Tourism to Preserve Historic Resources.” 

This project will create a series of unique tours of historic sites in South Florida 
including a women’s heritage tour that will tie in with the women’s history 
curriculum in the public schools. The project will also provide a first-rate website 
that is a preservation and heritage tourism resource center for our region, and will 
produce a publication spotlighting our local heritage sites and the economic 
benefits of heritage tourism. By linkages with other organizations locally, 
nationally and internationally, and by Dade Heritage Trust’s extensive marketing 
efforts, this project will be of enormous benefit to our local community and the 
State of Florida. 

We urge your favorable consideration. 

Thank you very much. 


Sincerely, 
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September 17, 1999 


Ms. Patricia Manfred 
2181 Ocean View 
Miami Beach, FL 33140 

Dear Ms. Manfred, 

Thank you so much for your tax deductible contribution of $50 to Dade Heritage 
Trust’s “Save Our Circle” Fund. As the historic preservation nonprofit 
organization that has taken the lead in efforts to save the “Miami Circle” on its 
original site on the Miami River, Dade Heritage Trust greatly appreciates your 
support of preserving the Miami Circle intact for the future. 

The Miami Circle is truly a remarkable archeological discovery. Carbon dating has 
shown that it is at least 2000 years old, possibly much older. Thirty-eight feet in 
diameter and carved four-feet deep into the limestone bedrock, the Circle has a 
precisely cut east-west alignment to the equinox. Lead archeologist Bob Carr has 
stated that it is the only cut-stone circle formation found in the United States, and 
it is a finding of national-even international—significant 

As you may know, Fllorida Governor Jeb Bush and the State Cabinet have voted 
to allocate up to half the cost of acquisition of the Circle site, providing the County 
raises the other half of the funds elsewhere. 

In October, a jury will be seated to hear the case and determine the value of the 
land. Within twenty days of the jury’s decision, Miami-Dade County must come 
up with the extra millions it will take to purchase the Miami Circle site—or the 
developer will be able to keep the Circle and develop it. 

Your support means a lot to those of us who have been working so hard to save 
this priceless treasure. It has been truly wonderful to see how deeply this 
mysterious monument from the the ancient past has affected so many people of all 
races and cultural backgrounds. 

Just a few months ago, everyone told us it would be impossible to save the Miami 
Circle—there was nothing that could be done to save this one-of-a-kind 
archeological site. Today, the impossible is indeed possible. But it is not yet a 
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reality, as much fundraising, legal work, public policy and long-range visioning 
.• i remains to be done. But the dream has been articulated, and the first powerful 
steps have been taken. Thank you for reaching out to help-and if you know of 
“7 others who will follow your example, please let us know! 

Ur •'••4-, ?• ’ r. * . ' - % ' . . * • -• .y * ■ 


Sincerely, 



- 


Becky Roper Matkov 
Executive Director 




